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The Odds Are Against Us, But 

It Don’t Even Matter 
OCTOBER 15, 2015 / SIMONE / 25 COMMENTS 

The odds say that black women are less likely to marry.  CNN was kind enough 

to do an entire series on it in 2008. And a recent report by the Brookings 

Institute is reminding us of those dismal facts. 

This is not new information. 

But, I’m writing about this today because I had a conversation with a new friend 

about the topic. It was one of those conversations you walk away from and 

you’re like ‘Dang. I gotta DO SOMETHING.’ But, you’re just not quite sure 

what. 

My new friend was explaining that she took the Mr. Right Quiz and she had 

some concerns. Because relationships are so much more nuanced, and there are 

so many things against us, and it’s just not as simple as I make it out to be.  I 

accept that. 

 

What I found to be the most troubling were her recent interactions with so-

called Christian black men. Men that live one way in the pulpit and another on 

the street. Considering the odds, I almost fell into despair again. 

But then I remembered the times, that odds didn’t matter. 

 

http://myfamilyfantastic.com/odds/
http://myfamilyfantastic.com/odds/
http://myfamilyfantastic.com/odds/
http://myfamilyfantastic.com/author/simone/
http://myfamilyfantastic.com/odds/#comments
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2015/04/09-race-assortative-mating-inequality-reeves
http://myfamilyfantastic.com/free-gift/
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The Odds Were Against Gideon 

Take Gideon, for instance, he was commissioned to lead the fight against the 

Midianites.  He was the least son, from a poor family, in the half-tribe of 

Manasseh. He wasn’t sure of himself. But he finally believed that God was 

calling him after a series of Divine tests. So, he gathered 22,000 men to fight the 

battle. 

Here’s what the Lord said : 

“You have too large an army with you. I can’t turn Midian over to them like 

this—they’ll take all the credit, saying, ‘I did it all myself,’ and forget about me. 

Judges 7:2 (MSG) 

You probably know the end of this story: Gideon and his raggedy band of 300 

men won that battle. But, the Lord ensured that the victory pointed people to 

Him. 

The Odds Were Against the Canaanites 

The Israelites were on the border of the Promised Land–the land flowing with 

milk and honey. God had wreaked havoc on their enslavers, parted the Red Sea, 

and given them more quail than they could handle to bring them to this point. 

Then the Lord said: 
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Send men to scout out the country of Canaan that I am giving to the People of 

Israel. Send one man from each ancestral tribe, each one a tried-and-true leader 

in the tribe. Numbers 13:2 (MSG) 

Moses chose the twelve men to go and scout the land…that the Lord had 

promised. The thing is, forty days later, ten of the men came back and 

confirmed that the land was good. But that the odds were against them: 

 the cities were walled 

 the people were strong 

 and they were too small 

Joshua and Caleb tried to convince the people to trust the Lord and not to fear. 

In return, the people threatened to stone them. The Lord was enraged with the 

people and he pledged to smite every last one, but Moses convinced Him to stay 

his hand (Numbers 14). 

The Lord was on the Israelites’ side. 

All the odds were against the Canaanites. 

But the Israelites chose to believe the dismal report…not the promises of their 

tried-and-true God. 

The Odds Were Against Me Too 

In January of 2006, I packed up all my stuff, left Nashville, and moved to far 

west Texas. El Paso to be exact. My grandmother had passed away the summer 
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before. And I was moving out there because I felt like the Lord was telling me 

to go and help my granddad. 

While there I enrolled in grad school and my second semester, I met this 

handsome man . At first we were friendly, but after a series of 

miscommunications…he kicked me to the curb. 

Fast forward a year and a half, I’m leaving my internship at the Smithsonian in 

Washington D.C., and there at the precise moment I’m rushing to catch my 

train, to catch my bus, to then walk for a mile to get home…is that handsome 

I’d met in class all those months ago. 

 

On Our Wedding Day at the Train Station 

This was God’s divine intervention, because: 

 I was one of only two people to get that internship (the year before I was 

rejected). 

 I usually didn’t go to that stop, but I needed to go to Marshalls. 

 14,000 people get off at that train stop everyday 

 750,00 people ride the train in the D.C. area every day 

http://myfamilyfantastic.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/KirkBoydWedding411.jpg
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 And Morris just happened to be waiting for a friend 

Dearest Sister,  I am not special. 

I believe in my bones that the Lord wants to do something miraculous for all of 

us…to point people to Him.  And when God wants to do something, 

He will orchestrate heaven and earth. 

Our job is to listen and follow His guidance. 

The Odds Don’t Matter, When the Lord is On 

Our Side. 

So you see, it doesn’t matter what the odds and statistics have to say. We only 

have one of two choices: 

 Believe the odds (like the Israelites), or 

 Believe God (like Gideon) 

Continue to be strong and courageous and press toward the mark for all that 

God has for  you. I’m praying that the Lord continues to strengthen your 

heart.  Love, Simone 

  
Dating, Marriage, Waiting 

 

URL: http://myfamilyfantastic.com/odds/ 
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A FAMILY SHARES 

THEIR NASHVILLE CIVIL 

RIGHTS WALKING TOUR 
Now that Nashville is the “It City” we’ve became famous for our hot chicken, live 

music, and the show named after us. But we are so much more. Our city played a 

pivotal role in the Civil Rights Movement. And the early wins in integration here 

paved the way for the wins across the Nation. Dr. King even called Nashville ‘The 

Model Movement.’ 

The sad thing is, I’ve lived here my whole life and never knew any of this until the 

spring of last year. I saw Selma and knew I needed to get conscious. 

  

My Family’s Walking Tour 

Having acquired all this newfound knowledge on the history of my hometown, I asked 

my family to do the Civil Rights Walking Tour. Our ages range from 16-65…so we 

motivated them a bit by awarding a cash prize to the person that remembered the most 

facts. I am not above bribery, y’all. 
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 The Nashville Civil Rights Movement Walking and Driving Tour was published by 

Historic Nashville, Inc. The guide book explains the six stages of The Movement, lists 

the location and significance of twenty-nine historical sites, and includes a map. The 

tour is large and would probably take a day to complete. 

So we focused on the downtown sites within walking distance of the Main Nashville 

Public Library. We started our walk at the Nashville Civil Rights Room in the Library 

(it’s designed to look like a lunch counter at the center) and visited ten sites. The site 

numbers coincide with the walking tour map. 

 

http://www.historicnashvilleinc.org/resources/sm_files/civilrights.final.small.pdf
http://www.library.nashville.org/civilrights/movement.htm
http://i1.wp.com/urbaanite.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Nashville-Civil-Rights-Tour-War-Memorial-No.26-2.jpg
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 No. 6 – Doctor’s Building 

 No. 15 – Harvey’s Department Store 

 No. 16 – Cain-Sloan Department Store 

 No. 17 – Woolworth’s 

 No. 18 – S.H. Kress & Co. 

 No. 19 – Walgreens 

 No. 23 – YWCA 

 No. 24 – The Hermitage Hotel 

 No. 25 – The Arcade 

 No. 26 – War Memorial Building 

  

Tour Highlights 

 

 

http://urbaanite.com/a-family-shares-their-nashville-civil-rights-walking-tour/nashville-civil-rights-tour-war-memorial-no-23/
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The Doctor’s Building was the first integrated medical clinic opened in 1947. The 

building superintendent told us that there are a series of underground passages that 

were used to get black patients into the office. But we did not investigate that. 

 Cain-Sloan Department Store (now Puckett’s Grocery and Restaurant) was the 

target of sit-ins during February of 1960 and one of the first to succumb to the 

pressure of protesters.  And my mom told us that it was one of the stores she modeled 

for when she moved to Nashville in the eighties. 

 The Nashville Christian Leadership Council organized weekly mass community 

meetings at the War Memorial Building to keep  everyone aware of the progress and 

desegregation issues. And my dad shared that’s where he first held prayer meetings to 

address the issue of fatherhood in the nineties. 

 At the end of the tour, my little sister won the quiz. She’s a college student and takes 

prize money very seriously. But the highlight for me was remembering all the work 

my elders did, retracing their footsteps, and realizing I am still reaping the benefits of 

their labor. 

So take the tour and remember all that Nashvillians did for The Movement. 

Insider Tour Tips 

Insider Tour Tips Time: 90 minutes to two hours (with a large group) Parking: Park 

at the Nashville Public Library and see the Civil Rights Room. The first 90 minutes of 

parking are free with library validation. Then begin the walking tour one block away 

at Site No. 6. Cost: Free Value: Priceless 
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A Little Extra History from Simone: 

So I started reading, Walking with the Wind. It’s the biography of Honorable 

Representative John Lewis, and he dedicates three chapters of his book to the role 

Nashville played in The Movement. He recounts:  

 the nonviolence workshops taught by James Lawson at Clark Memorial United 

Methodist 

 the silent march to downtown Nashville after the bombing of Z. Alexander Looby’s 

home that drew thousands of people and an admittance from Mayor Ben West…that 

segregation was wrong 

 and how the Nashvillian Student Movement picked up the Freedom Rides after the 

bus bombing in Anniston and the mob attack in Birmingham. 
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Devon Franklin and Meagan Good 

Share the Importance of “The Wait” 
BY: M. Simone Boyd - 2 Feb '16 | Single 

 

Even after God told Meagan Good that DeVon Franklin was her husband, she waited nine 

loooong months until he asked her out to pursue a relationship. They waited until their third date 

to kiss. And they waited until they were married to have sex. 

 

Why They Waited 

Harnessing the power of delayed gratification is the theme of their new book, The Wait. It is all 

about: 

 getting control of our lives 

 reducing dating drama 

 and, avoiding desperate relationship choices 

In their book, DeVon and Meagan explain that: 

https://blackandmarriedwithkids.com/author/simoneb/
https://blackandmarriedwithkids.com/category/relationships/single-relationships/
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“When faced with the choice between instant gratification and 

delaying our own satisfaction to pursue something better, we chose 

the latter.” 

And that conscious decision helped them as singles, now that they are married, and they hope it 

will help them whenever they become parents. 

 

How Did Waiting Help You as Singles? 

 

https://bmwkids.s3.amazonaws.com/app/uploads/2016/01/FranklinGood-The-Wait-398x600.jpg
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In the past, they’d both been burned by relationships gone wrong because their emotions got in 

the way of sound judgment. 

So while single, they both examined who they were, what they needed, and mistakes from past 

relationships. 

This process allowed them to let go of baggage. 

Looking back, not being blinded by lust or sexual attraction laid the groundwork for them to find 

the love of their lives—each other. 

And they say that “the process of waiting was the key to our storybook beginning.” 

 

Celibacy v. Abstinence 

DeVon and Meagan explain that there is a big difference between celibacy and abstinence. 

“Abstinence is simply refraining from sex; it’s the absence of 

something with no greater meaning behind it. To us, celibacy is 

refraining from sex because of a vow of faith; it’s abstinence with a 

purpose.” 

They say that abstaining from sex just because you’re not in a relationship is not the same 

as  making a conscious decision. Celibacy is a conscious decision. 

 

But Shouldn’t You Test Drive the Car Before You 

Buy? 

DeVon and Meagan have an answer for that too. They say that: “Sexual heat eventually cools. 

Without sex in the picture, you know that your partner is with you…for you.” 

 

How to Maintain Celibacy 

Temptation is real, y’all. 
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And in The Wait, there is an entire chapter dedicated to helping people maintain their 

commitment. They admit that our will power is not bulletproof, so there needs to be some 

safeguards in place to keep our lust in check. 

The couple say that “staying strong is really about avoiding stimuli that get you focusing on sex, 

staying out of provocative situations, and remembering your commitment to God and why you’re 

waiting.” 

 

How Did Waiting Help You as a Married Couple? 

Meagan said that “The journey of waiting gave me the opportunity not to have the distractions 

that I had in past relationships. It gave me the space to deal with baggage and things from my 

childhood, but it also made me more self-aware and made me more in love with myself.” 

She explained that giving herself the space to wait also helped create behavior and work ethic 

that shaped the next phase of her life—not just in love, but in her career also. 

 

Once You ARE Parents, How Will Waiting Guide Your 

Parenting Style? 

When I asked how The Wait would guide their parenting style, DeVon and Meagan both started 

laughing. (Contrary to what’s on the interwebs, they are not currently expecting a little bundle of 

joy.) 

DeVon said that “We would hope it would allow us to have the same type of patience and 

perspective, because what ultimately is good….you have to wait for and give time to develop. 

It’s very important, because as a parent, if you put pressure on your kids to be something before 

they are ready, you can do a lot of damage.” 

Meagan added that it’s important to “teach [children]  that there are no quick fixes in life, despite 

what society is telling them. We want to teach them the tools to be patient in their own lives and 

to make decisions from a place of peace, power, and faith, because that’s something they can 

take with them in every area of their life.” 
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For Me, The Wait Is Personal 
I’ve been married for three years now, but I still learned a lot from The Wait and chatting with 

DeVon and Meagan. 

There are so many hopes and dreams that I am waiting to be realized, but when we work on 

ourselves and make decisions from a place of peace and power, we position ourselves for God’s 

very best. 

For more tips and tales from DeVon and Meagan’s journey to love and marriage, buy their 

book The Wait. 

BMWK: What are you currently waiting on? And how can delaying gratification help you 

in the long run? 
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